
Writing Templates: Dramatic Tension Chart 1 
 

Title: 
 
Source of Tension 
 
Internal: 
 
External: 
 
Beginning 
 
Exposition: 
 
Inciting Incident: 
 

What do the readers want to find out as a result of this? 
Middle 

Cycle One 
 
Complication: 
Crisis: 
Resolution: 
 
Cycle Two 
 
Complication: 
Crisis: 
Resolution: 
 
Cycle Three 
 
Complication: 
Crisis: 
Resolution: 
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Cycle Four 
 
Complication: 
Crisis: 
Resolution: 
 

End 
 
Final Resolution: 
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